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ATTENDANCE 
It is important that students be in school on a regular basis to 
stay up to date with classroom instruction and assignments. 
Attending class often helps students maintain the level of 
knowledge and motivation they need to be successful.  
 

ABSCENCES 
Students who are absent should check with me BEFORE 
homeroom on the day they return to request missed 
assignments. They may also need to come in during study hall or 
a free period to review missed lessons in more detail. Students 
who know they will be absent for a long period of time should  
see me to get work to complete while they are out. If  your child 
is struggling due to frequent absences, please contact the school 
so we can develop a support plan together.   
 

 ACADEMICS 
In English 6 we will examine many topics and complete extensive 
reading and writing tasks. As a result, many strategies will be 
used to support and assess students’ learning.  
 
 

HOMEWORK POLICY AND GRADING 
Homework will be assigned regularly and will serve as a method 
to check students’ understanding of the material learned in class. 
It will also serve as a primary means of preparing students for 
quizzes and tests. Homework, tests, quizzes, and projects will  

factor equally into students’ overall averages, reinforcing the value of each and giving students 
who struggle with test taking an equal chance to prove their abilities. Sixth graders should be 
spending no more than 60 minutes on homework daily across all subject areas. If your child is 
spending too much time on regular assignments, please contact me and we will work out a 
solution. At the end of the year, students will also take a final exam for English 6, which will 
make up 20% of their final grade.  
 

OUTSIDE READING BOOKS (ORBs) 
ORBs are books of students’ choosing that they will read outside of class throughout the year. 
Students will report to the class on at least one of their ORBs this year. Please encourage your 
child to read his/her ORB for at least 30 minutes each day; doing so ensures students maintain 
grade level reading skills, and also enhances fluency, vocabulary, and background knowledge. 
Students may borrow ORBs from my classroom library or the middle school library.  
 
 

Mrs. Honey September, 2019 

Welcome to  
6th grade English!  

 

This is an important and 
exciting year for students as 
they transition from elementary 
school. Rest assured that the 6th 
grade team will make every 
effort to help your child succeed 
academically as well as adjust 
to the new freedoms and 
responsibilities of middle 
school.  
 

Included in this handout is a 
review of the classroom 
expectations and policies that 
will help your child succeed in 
English 6. Please review this 
information, and sign and  
return the attached form.    
 

If at any time you have any 
questions or concerns, please 
feel free to contact me; I can be 
reached by phone at 315-376-
9010 (ext. 1219) or email at 
rhoney@lowvilleacademy.org. 
  
Thank you  for your attention 
and support. I look forward to 
working together to make this 
year a rewarding experience for 
your child! 
 

Sincerely,  
Renee Honey 
 

 “Educating the mind  
without educating the  
heart is no education  
at all.” 

               -Aristotle 

 



 

MONITORING STUDENT PROGRESS 
PLANNERS 
The sixth graders will use planners provided by the school to record all assignments for each 
subject area. Assignments will be posted in all homerooms for each class daily. It will be students’ 
responsibility to record the assignments in their planners.  
 

ONLINE 
Parents can keep track of students’ assignments and grades for all classes using Parent Portal on 
SchoolTool; please call the school to receive access if you are not signed up for this service already. 
In addition, students now have access to their own SchoolTool accounts. You may also check my 
Lowville Academy classroom website for classroom updates and announcements.  
 

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 
In addition to the expectations and standards set by the middle school, students will be expected 
to follow the 5 P’s in English 6:   
 

 Be Prompt: come to class and submit work on time.  
 Be Prepared: come to class with all required materials (English binder, pencils, etc.).  
 Be Positive: have an optimistic attitude and encourage your peers; be a role model.  
 Be Productive: stay on task; use time wisely; do your best. 
 Be Polite: be respectful and considerate of those around you, both students and adults.  
 

BEHAVIOR  
Students are required to follow the classroom expectations to the best of their ability. However, I 
understand that everybody has off days; as a result, first time offenses will be used as teachable 
moments to help students learn from their mistakes and grow. For misbehavior that persists, 
consequences will occur depending on how often the behavior occurs and how serious it is. These 
could include warnings, discussion with the teacher, staying after school or during a free period, 
and removal of privileges. In these cases, parents will be notified.  
 

REWARDS 
Students who demonstrate positive classroom behaviors, produce quality work, and complete 
assignments on time will be rewarded with extracurricular activities throughout the year. If your 
child struggles with these expectations, he or she will work with a teacher during these events to 
meet their goals.  
 

(Please cut on the dotted line above and return this portion by September 6, 2019.) 

English 6 
2019-2020 Parent Letter 

I have read the information above and understand that I may contact you at any time if I 
have any questions or concerns. 
 

 _____________________________________________                   ___________________ 
 (Student Name)       (Period Student has English)  
 

 _____________________________________________ 
 (Parent Signature)  


